Age 30]    Expenses of Seringapatam Command      [1799
His delicacy of feeling even went so far as refusing to allow
the new Rajah, a child of five, to be housed in Seringapatam
until the late Tippoo's harem had been removed. "It is
impossible to musnud him at Seringapatam/' he wrote the
Governor-General, " because if we do, we must fix him in
Tippoo's palace along with Tippoo's women, which would
be cruel. . . ."1
Arthur had not been long at Seringapatam before he found
this command, so much coveted by Baird, was no asset from
a monetary point of view, and that his expenses were far in
excess of his pay.
Since I went into the field in December last [he wrote the Governor-
General] I have commanded an army with a large staff attached to me,
which has not been unattended by a very great expense, particularly lately.
About six weeks ago I was sent in here with a garrison, consisting of
about half the army and a large staff, and I have not received one shilling
more than I did in Fort St. George. The consequence is that I am ruined
... I assure you that since December I have in some months spent five
times, in others four times, more than I received; and an extraordinary
circumstance, which could happen in no other country, is that I have
frequently signed the bills of officers under my command who were
living upon me by the customs of the service, and who received nearly
half as much more than I did.2
Yet in spite of this financial debility Arthur offered in the
Same letter to pay Richard back out of his share of the Seringa-
patam prize, for the money he had lent him for the purchase of
his Lieutenant-Colonelcy, an offer which the elder with great
generosity refused. "... No consideration**, he wrote,
" can induce me to accept payment of the sums which I have
formerly advanced for you. I am in no want of money,
and probably never shall be: when I am, it will be "time
enough to call upon you/'8
Towards the end of August Colonel Wellesley left Seringa-
patam and was absent for three months with the army. Dur-
ing part of this time he was engaged in checking the depreda-
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